
 

Implant Removal Task Force, updated 2022 | The Implant Removal Task Force is a consortium of 20-plus partners, donors, and implant 

manufacturers who convene regularly with the goal of delivering clear evidence and best practices as tangible solutions for identified problems in 

implant removal services. The Task Force serves as a consultative body that shares lessons and guidance from field experiences and research 

initiatives on optimal ways to address gaps and solve problems related to implant removal services. In particular, the Task Force aims to: Identify 

the most prevalent and important barriers for quality implant removal and encourage relevant stakeholders to close identified gaps; Prioritize 

and promote effective interventions that improve the coverage of quality implant removal; Sharpen understanding of learning and measurement 

gaps for implant removal and advocate for fulfillment of these gaps; Identify, prioritize, and advocate for populations with the greatest gaps in 

quality implant removal access. 
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The Context  

Uptake of contraceptive implants has increased in recent years. Implants are now the most common modern 

method of choice in seven countries and the second-most common method in another thirteen.2 Increasing method 

popularity also means implant removal services will be utilized in greater numbers than ever before. Implant users 

rely on health care providers and an equipped health care system to initiate and discontinue implant use. However, 

data show that some women face challenges in getting removal when they desire. In population surveys conducted 

from 2019-2020 in Kenya, Ethiopia, and Burkina Faso, ~2 to 6% of FP users currently using implants have attempted 

to have the implant removed but were unable to for various reasons.3,4,5   

The purpose of this briefer is to provide clear messaging on why access to quality implant removals is vital to 

comprehensive family planning. The Implant Removal Task Force was convened as a multisectoral group of 

stakeholders to better address the issue of implant removal. Together, the task force developed the following 

messages to support FP program managers in advocating for the inclusion of implant removals in their programs.  

 

Why Implant Removal is Critical 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every woman who 

chooses implants as her 

contraceptive method 
has a right to a 

quality insertion and, 

at the time of her 

preference, a quality 

removal. 

❖ Improving access to quality implant removal helps to meet clients’ rights, 

helping ensure that they have full, free, and informed choice to both use 

and stop using their method. It ensures the “R” in LARC (long-acting 

reversible contraception) by delivering on the promise of reversibility. 

❖ Ensuring quality implant removal services are easily available for women 

when they desire it positively reinforces the method’s reputation and 

affirms the promise of LARC for women who desire it. 

❖ Removals are provider dependent, so when implant users reach the end 

of an implant’s effectiveness or decide to discontinue the method for any 

reason, it is paramount to ensure these users have access to quality 

services with competent providers. 

❖ Implant removals will continue to increase in coming years as current and 

future users require removal services. Inputs are required to prepare 

systems to offer this service in greater numbers than ever before. 

❖ Offering a range of options for women, including contraceptive implants, 

is necessary and critical to achieve the ambitious goals set by countries 

around the world to meet the reproductive needs of their populations. 

Improving quality of and access to implant removal services supports 

these aims.  
❖ Health care providers deserve and desire to have the skills, confidence, 

necessary materials, and support to offer the full range of family planning 

services (including implant removal) as relevant to their cadre. 
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https://www.rhsupplies.org/uploads/tx_rhscpublications/Family-Planning-Market-Report.pdf
https://fp2030.org/sites/default/files/Data-Hub/FP2030_DataReport_v5.pdf
https://www.pmadata.org/sites/default/files/data_product_results/PMAKenya-implant-brief.pdf
https://www.pmadata.org/sites/default/files/data_product_results/PMABurkina-implant-brief.pdf
https://www.pmadata.org/sites/default/files/data_product_results/PMA-ET_ImplantRemovalUse_Brief_12.14.20.pdf

